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WWT CAERLAVEROCK 
WWT Caerlaverock is situated on the north coast of the Solway Firth incorporating internationally 
important habitats and providing one of the best winter wildfowl spectacles in the country with 
opportunities to observe over 40,000 Barnacle geese.  

WWT Caerlaverock covers over 700ha and includes a diverse range of habitats, most notably a large 
expanse of saltmarsh (merse) along with improved grasslands, pools, ponds, reed -swamp and other 
wetland habitats.  

 

 

WWT Caerlaverock lies within the National Nature Reserve and the National Scenic Area.  

The reserve is listed as a Site of Special Scientific Importance, a Special Area of Conservation and 
Special Protected Area and is listed in the Ramsar list for important wetlands.  

The Atlantic Saltmarsh at WWT Caerlaverock is among the most important saltmarsh systems in 
Britain.  

 

The entire Svalbard breeding population of barnacle geese winter on the Solway and can be seen 
best from the hides, towers and observatories at Caerlaverock which is considered one of the best 
wildlife watching sites in the UK. The site also boasts the most northerly UK population of 
Natterjack toads and one of only two UK populations of Triops. 
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Habitats of WWT Caerlaverock 

The saltmarsh (merse) 

The saltmarsh is the most important hábitat in Caerlaverock. The vast, flat, open expanse of  the 
Solway Estuary is shaped through tides and weather patterns. The merse is a diverse and dynamic 
habitat where new channels, rills, pools and mud banks are continually forming. This ever-
changing landscape of mud banks, channels and pools, attracts thousands of wintering birds 
including a large proportion of the Svalbard population of Barnacle Geese. 

Marked by a complex pattern of creeks and pans, the merse itself is of international significance 
and a shows a typical Atlantic zonation pattern from pioneering saltmarsh species colonising 
exposed mud within the tidal zone through to the drier upper reaches only occasionally covered by 
the tide.  

 

The merse is an important breeding ground for large numbers of Skylark and the brackish pools 
on the merse  support a thriving population of the rare Natterjack Toad. The internationally 
important assemblage of waterfowl on the Solway includes Pintail, Wigeon, Goldeneye, Scaup, 
Ringed Plover, Grey Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit and Dunlin 

Ponds and Waterbodies 

Caerlaverock open water bodies, ponds and borrow pit pools provide an important habitat for 
breeding anphibians and winter wildfowl.  
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The brackish pools on the merse and the series of borrow pits support a population of the 
nationally rare Natterjack Toad. A number of these pools are home for another of the site’s rarities, 
the Tadpole Shrimp (Triops cancriformis).  

 

Grassland 

The short -cropped intensively managed grasslands provide the high quality undisturbed grazing 
which draws the noisy crowds of geese in to feed, reducing impact on surrounding agricultural 
land and providing visitors, watching from the hides and observatories,  with an unusually  close 
encounter of the site’s most iconic goose species.   

 

The open wet marshy grasslands inland also provide good breeding grounds for breeding waders 
with a mix of short wet pasture, scattered rushes and scrapes and pools with muddy margins. 
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Wet Woodland 

Wet woodlands are one of the most threatened wetland habitats, and the small areas of woodland 
present on the site add considerably to the site’s diversity.  The Wet Woodland is characterised by 
a succession from Alder saplings to increasingly mature trees. Some over-mature; dead and dying 
trees provide a resource of standing and fallen wood decay habitat. 

 

	

Hedgerows 

In addition to scrub, gorse bushes and low hedgerows, a native Scottish mix of species, including 
Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Rowan, Alder, Birch, Ash and Oak, provide shelter for passing migrants and 
nesting sites for the reserve’s diverse population of breeding passerines which include species such 
as Tree Sparrow. 
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WWT CAERLAVEROCK WETLAND CENTER  
Eastpark Farm Visitor Centre 

 

WWT Caerlaverock Wetland Centre at Eastpark Farm provides visitors with the opportunity 
to see in action the research, wetland habitat and species conservation work that takes place in 
the reserve. Stablished in 1970, the reserve is a sanctuary for wildfowl and breeding birds. 
Thousands of Barnacle Geese and Pink-footed Geese spend winter in the Solway, roosting in the 
saltmarsh. An important place for migratory birds, Ospreys fish in the nearby river whilst the nest 
is viewable in a live camera from the visitor centre.  

To get close to the wildlife, the Sir Peter Scott Observatory, the large hides and towers and the 
eighteen small hides provide a unique window on wildlife; while exhibitions, talks and events help 
shaping unforgettable experiences.   

Equipped with a coffee-shop, live cameras on the Osprey and Barn Owl nests in summer, and views 
of wild Whooper Swans in winter, the Visitor Centre is the entry door to the reserve for visitors and 
is where our staff and volunteers offer their knowledge and experience along with a warm 
welcome. 


