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CHALLENGES TO BE COMPLETED DURING  
THE VISIT TO WWT CAERLAVEROCK 
WETLAND CENTRE 
In this area, a minimum of 4 of the 9 designated challenges must be completed. 

The Passport will be stamped in the WWT Caerlaverock Wetland Centre. Obtaining a photograph 
of the center itself will make up one of the challenges 

The visit to Caerlaverock combines history, culture and nature. On this journey through time, we 
will get to know Dumfries and Galloway, visiting emblematic historic and cultural features, 
exploring South Scotland shore sceneries and discovering its wildlife. 

 

Proposed Challenges in WWT Caerlaverock 

 
1) WWT Caerlaverock Wetland Centre 

2) Caerlaverock Castle 

3) Dumfries Museum 

4) Eskrigg Reserve 

5) Mabie Forest 

6) Kirkcudbright Artist Town 

7) Threave Reserve 

8) Red Kite Trail 

9) Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere Reserve 
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1. WWT Caerlaverock Wetland Centre  
(Caerlaverock, Dumfries) 
 

 

 

Points of interest: WWTCaerlaverock Wetland Centre is one of the 9 wetland centres WWT 
manages in the UK. Internationally famous for its migrant birds, the whole Svalbard breeding 
population of Barnacle Geese winters in the Solway Firth. In summer, Ospreys fish in the nearby 
sea shore and river, and a TV screen in the centre allows visitors to follow their nesting season 
from a nearby nest. 

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/P0g1cA 

Coordinates: (Grid reference: NY 050656 ) (Lambert: 54º58’34.4’’ N | 3º29’04.0’’ W) 

Opening Times: 

• Monday to Sunday - Except 25th Dec.   Open from 10:00 to 17:00  

Observations: Information about the Reserve can be obtained from the Visitor Centre. Check our 
boards for up to date information about things to do and see. Get close to wildlife from our hides 
and experience the fantastic views across the reserve and the Solway Firth. 
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2. Caerlaverock Castle 
(Caerlaverock, Dumfries) 

 

 
 

Points of interest: With its moat, twin towered gatehouse and imposing battlements, 
Caerlaverock Castle is the epitome of the medieval stronghold and on of Scotlands great 
medieva fortresses. Caerlaverock’s triangular shape is unique among British castles. A nature trail 
leads around the castle moat and through the woods to the site of the old castle.  

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/mipuiv 

Coordinates: (Grid reference: NY 025656) (Lambert: 54º58’32.4’’ N | 3º31’26.7’’ W) 

Opening Times: 

• 1 April - 30 September,   Monday to Sunday 9.30am to 5.30pm (last entry 5pm) 
• 1 October - 31 March   Monday to Sunday, 10am to 4pm (last entry 3.30pm) 

 
Observations: The castle’s turbulent history owes much to its proximity to England which brought 
it into border conflicts. Visitors can enjoy a siege warfare exhibition, a children’s play area and a 
nature trail. The shop and cafe are open throughout the year (the cafe has restricted hours in 
winter). 
 
For more information: www.historic-scotland.gov..uk 
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3. Dumfries Museum 
        (Dumfries, Dumfries and Galloway) 
 

 
 

Points of interest: Dumfries Museum and Camera Obscura A treasure house of history in Dumfries 
and Galloway telling the story of the land and people of the region. The Camera Obscura, installed 
in the windmill tower in 1836, is the oldest working instrument in the world. Look out for fossil 
footprints left by prehistoric animals, the wildlife of the Solway, tools and weapons of our earliest 
people, stone carvings by Scotland's first Christians and the everyday things of the Victorian farm, 
workshop and home.  
 
Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/dxtnJg 

Coordinates: (Grid reference: NX 969756) (Lambert: 55º 03’ 54.2’’ N | 3º 30’ 51.9’’ W) 

Observations: On the topmost floor of the museum is the Camera Obscura this historic 
astronomical instrument gives fascinating panoramic views over the town, on clear days the range 
is many miles. 

For more information: http://www.dumgal.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=3620 
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4. Eskrigg Reserve 
(Lockerbie, Dumfries and Galloway) 

 

 
 

Points of interest: Eskrigg Reserve and the adjacent woodland walks offer visitors the 
opportunity to relax in peaceful surroundings and observe or photograph the resident fungi, flora 
and fauna. Some may prefer to be a bit more energetic and explore a range of habitats, walk their 
dogs or try out the mountain bike trail. The reserve is a hotspot to see red squirrels in their 
natural environment. 

Location on Google Maps:   https://goo.gl/hvYVhy 

Coordinates: (Grid reference: NY 125803) (lambert: 55º 06’ 36.5’’ N | 3º 22’ 19.6’’ W) 

Observations: Lockerbie Wildlife Trust manages Eskrigg Reserve and runs an annual programme of 
talks, visits and workshops relating to wildlife and conservation for members, schools and other 
interested parties. 

For more information: http://www.lockerbie-wildlife-trust.co.uk/ 
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5. Mabie Forest 
        (Mabie, Dumfries and Galloway) 
 

 

 

Points of interest:  Mabie Forest  has something for everyone – open space to play, picnic and 
barbecue, lots of trails with spectacular views, and plenty of opportunities for wildlife watching. 
Mabie is also one of the world-class 7stanes mountain biking centres and caters for beginners ritht 
through to the most expert of ridesrs.  

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/G7AevK	

Coordinates: (Grid reference: NX 950709) (Lambert: 55º 01' 18.80'' N | 3º 38' 335.5'' W) 

Observations: Mabie Forest is home to red squirrels, badgers, roe deer, foxes and bats. Forestry 
Commission Scotland actively manages this reserve where many species of insects, butterflies and 
moths live. Mabie’s woods and hills are peaceful today, but there’s plenty of evidence of industry. 
The Romans made charcoal and smelted iron in these hills, and forestry has always been 
important in this area. 

For more information: http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/visit/mabie  
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6. Kirkcudbright 
        (Dumfries and Galloway) 

 

 

 

Points of Interest: Kirkcudbright enjoys a sheltered position in the estuary of the River Dee on 
the north Solway shore. Established as a Royal Burgh in 1455, Kirkcudbright has always been 
supported by a busy fishing trade. Behind the harbour the streets have housed generations of 
creative artists, a tradition maintained today by a flourishing colony of painters and craftworkers. 
This has led to it being called "The Artists' Town". The story of the town's artists is told in the 
Tolbooth Art Centre, and their work can be seen there, and in the Hornel Art Gallery at Broughton 
House and at The Stewartry Museum. The work of the current generation can be seen in 
exhibitions in the town's galleries, and some of the artists themselves can sometimes be seen at 
work in the studios in the Tolbooth Art Centre. 

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/TcS1Cc 

Coordinates:  (Grid reference: NX 685511) (Lambert: 54º 50’ 15.3’’N | 4º 02’ 55.5’’W) 

For more information: http://www.kirkcudbright.co.uk/index.asp 
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7. Threave State 
(Castle Douglas, Dumfries and Galloway) 

 

 

 

Points of Interest: Threave Nature Reserve in Threave State provides a safe haven for many 
species of birds, mammals and insects. Five bird hides are situated along the River and marshes 
providing excellent opportunities to observe resident and migrant species. In summer, ospreys have 
been breeding here for a few years. The nesting site for these ospreys is on the banks of the River 
Dee. Recently installed hides provide excellent real-life views of the birds. Threave Estate was 
designated as Scotland's first Bat Reserve in 2010 with seven species recorded. 

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/nOPFbK 

Coordinates  (Grid reference: NX 752604) (Lambert: 54º 55’ 22.0’’N | 3º 56’ 50.5’’W) 

Observations: . The National Trust for Scotland manages Threave Estate, the visitor centre in 
Threave Gardens provide information about trails around the area and the nearby Historic 
Scotland Threave Castle. 

For more information: http://www.nts.org.uk/Property/Threave-Garden-and-Estate/# 
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8. Red Kite Trail 
(Dumfries and Galloway) 
 

 
 
 
Points of interest: The Galloway Red Kite Trail  is an exciting nature watching opportunity to 
view spectacular red kites in lovely scenery.  It is visited by families, walkers, cyclists, wildlife lovers 
and birdwatchers from across the UK and overseas. There are viewing points with interpretation 
boards; several walks, viewing hides; a feeding station; visitor centre with CCTV (summer only); 
information boards in various outlets around Loch Ken. 

Location: http://www.gallowaykitetrail.com/kite-map-c18.html 

Observations: Kites are fed daily at the Kite Feeding Station in Bellymack Hill Farm where visitors  
get close firsthand experiences of these gregarious birds when they come in to spectacularly snatch 
food provided for them. An RSPB Scotland Community Liaison Officer is often present to provide 
information on the kites and other wildlife in the area 

For more information: http://www.gallowaykitetrail.com/	
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9. Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere Reserve 
(Dumfries and Galloway) 

 
 
 
Points of interest: Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere Reserve boundary embraces 
diverse countryside surrounding the Galloway Hills. The landscape of the Biosphere is steeped in a 
rich built and cultural heritage. From archaeological evidence of early settlers to the impact of 
emigration as people from the uplands went in search of new lives across the globe, The 
countryside has been shaped by events from the past. Over 7,000 stars and planets are visible with 
the naked eye from the frrm the Galloway Forest Dark Sky Park, and the bright band of the Milky 
Way is usually easy to see arching across the sky. 

Location: http://www.gsabiosphere.org.uk/locations/	

For more information: http://www.gsabiosphere.org.uk/	
 

 


