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CHALLENGES TO BE COMPLETED DURING  
THE VISIT TO CORS DYFI NATURE RESERVE 
 

In this area, a minimum of 4 of the 7 designated challenges must be completed. 

The Passport can be stamped in the Cors Dyfi Nature reserve Visitor Centre or Ynys-hir Nature 
Reserve Visitor Centre. 

The visit to the Dyfi Biosphere reserve combines history, culture and nature. On this journey 
through time, we will get to know the Biosphere reserve, visiting emblematic historic and cultural 
features.	

 

Proposed Challenges InThe Dyfi Biosphere Reserve 

 

1) Visit the 360 Observatory at the Dyfi Osprey Project. Take a picture of yourself in       
front of the silhouette of the Osprey. 

2) Take a picture of the bird feeders in front of the visitor centre at the Ynys-Hir Nature 
Reserve. 

3) Visit the market town of Machynlleth. Take a picture of the Clock Tower. 

4) Visit the little village of Furnace take a picture of the Water Wheel. 

5) Take a tour of the Braich Goch slate mine with Corris Mine Explorers. 

6) Visit the Ynys-Las Dunes Visitor Centre. 

7) Visit the National Library of Wales. 
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1.  Dyfi Osprey Project 

Cors Dyfi Nature Reserve, Machynlleth, Powys 

	

	

 

Points of interest: Cors Dyfi is a wonderful little nature reserve that is teaming with wildlife. Over 
the last few hundred years it has seen many changes, from estuarine salt marsh to reclaimed 
grazing, then to conifer plantation and more recently into a wildlife rich wetland reserve.	

The reserve is a healthy mixture of bog, swamp, wet woodland and scrub supporting a plethora of 
animals and plants. Including the magnificent Osprey, which bred on the reserve for the first time 
in 2011. If you are lucky you may also spot an otter or dormouse. 

Our new Dyfi Osprey Project website is packed with information on the ospreys and the nature 
reserve they call home: www.dyfiospreyproject.com 

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/wfGdNx	

Opening Times: 	

• April to September: Open daily, 10am to 6 pm 

• October to March: Closed 

Observations: Facilities include Dyfi 360 Observatory, elevated bird hide, visitor centre with a small 
shop & basic refreshments and accessible toilets. We have educational facilities on site and 
welcome group bookings. 
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Dogs are welcome in the car park and visitor centre, but with the exception of Assistance Dogs, 
dogs are no longer allowed on the reserve. Water bowls are provided. 

For more information: www.montwt.co.uk	
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2.  RSPB Ynys-hir Reserve 

(Eglwys-fach, Machynlleth, Powys) 
	

	

 

Points of interest: Ynys-hir has been an RSPB reserve since 1969. It covers 800 hectares of mixed 
habitat. Sessile oak woodland, lowland wet grassland, peat bog, saltmarsh and mountain ffridd.	

Only area for wintering Greenland white-fronted geese in Wales and England. Supports one of the 
largest breeding colony of lapwings in Wales on the lowland wet grassland. Large wintering flocks 
of golden plover, redshank, lapwing, wigeon, teal, and also graylag and barnacle geese. Hen harriers 
and marsh harriers can be seen along with peregrine, red kite and buzzard. 

The sessile oak woods are important for summer migrants such as pied flycatchers, redstarts, wood 
warblers and chiff chaff. grey herons and little egrets breed on the reserve and there are healthy 
populations of brown hare, otter, grass snake, adder slow worm and lizards. There are many species 
of dragonflies, damsel flies, butterflies and moths and bats. In spring the woods are full of spring 
flowers especially bluebells. 
Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/wv4mR7	

Opening Times: 	

• The reserve is open from dawn to dusk. The visitor centre is open daily 9 am-5 pm from April to 
October and 10 am-4 pm from November to March. 
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Observations: There is 7 miles of trails with 7 viewing hides to give excellent views of the birds and 
wildlife. Visitors can hire binoculars, pond dipping kits or do the brass rubbings trail. The visitor 
centre and reserve is open all year except for Christmas. We have a live cam in the centre showing 
various views over the river and saltmarsh.	

Entrance to the reserve is free to RSPB members or £5 non member adults/£10 family ticket. 
 
For more information:  
www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/seenature/reserves/guide/y/ynys-hir	
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3.  Town of Machynlleth 

(Machynlleth, Powys) 
	

	

 

Points of Interest: Machynlleth is the heart of the Dyfi Biosphere area. A natural focal point for the 
valley's econmy, a street market has been held here every Wednesday for over seven hundred 
years. Machynlleth's moment of glory came in 1404, when it became the capital of an independent 
Wales, led by Owain Glyndŵr – you can see the site of his Parliament on Heol Maengwyn. The town 
was transformed in the 1860s and 1870s, with the arrival of the railway, linking the town to the 
magnificent coastline of Cardigan Bay as well as to the Midlands of England. In the same period, 
the old town hall was demolished and the clock was built in its place as a "birthday present" for a 
future Marquess of Londonderry. The same family of English nobility occupied the Plas, which now 
belongs to the town and is open to all. A little north of here, the two Dulas rivers join the Dyfi. 
Since 1929, licenses are available for local people to fish the river, but before then, fishing rights lay 
with the nobility and poaching was common. Since the 1970s, the area has become famous for 
people and companies with innovative environmental attitudes. The town is known for its sense of 
community, and attracts lively events including a comedy festival held each spring.	

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/Ay0cgY	
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4.  Dyfi Furnace 

(Furnace, Machynlleth, Powys) 	

	

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points of Interest: Restored mid-eighteenth-century charcoal-fired blast furnace, used for smelting 
iron ore	

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/27aNKA	

Observations: Under 16s must be accompanied by an adult. Assistance dogs only. No smoking.	

Opening Times: 1 April 2016 - 31 March 2017, daily 10.00 am – 4.00 pm. Last admission 30 minutes 
before closing. Closed 24, 25, 26 December and 1 January	

For more information: http://cadw.gov.wales/daysout/dyfifurnace/?lang=en	
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5.  Braich Goch Slate Mine. Corris Mine Explorers. 

(Corris Craft Centre, Corris, Machynlleth, Powys) 
	
	

 
 
 
Points of interest: Get kitted up before entering the historic, and virtually untouched, workings of 
the old Braich Goch slate mine in Corris. First worked in 1836 by Victorian miners who hand-dug 
the vast underground caverns. See the tale-tale chisel grooves, miners’ tools, their candles, 
explosives, discarded cigarette packets and more. As you explore deeper into the mine you will see 
how the mine developed, and see the machinery introduced in the later years. The Braich Goch 
mine finally closed in 1970. During the trip, you will hear stories of the tough working conditions 
endured by the miners which are told in such a way that you can almost feel it creaking back to 
life. 
 
Localización en Google Maps: https://goo.gl/PifGGZ	

Opening Times: Corris Mine Explorers is open all year around.But advance booking essential.	
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Observations: There are 3 trips to choose from: Taster Trip (1 hour), Mine Explorer Trip (2 hours) 
and a Half Day Mine Expedition. Advance booking essential.	

For more information: www.corrismineexplorers.co.uk	
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6.  Dyfi Ynyslas Visitor Centre 

   (Ynyslas, Borth, Ceredigion) 
	

	

	

Points of Interest: the whole Reserve is made up of three parts: Cors Fochno, an internationally 
important peat bog; Dyfi Estuary, an internationally important feeding ground for thousands of 
wading birds and the beach and sand dunes of Ynyslas, enjoyed by around quarter of a million 
people every year. 	

Ynyslas dunes are remarkable. They are still growing, day by day, millimetre by millimetre, 
providing a home for many rare plants and insects. When you visit, you can see the process taking 
place. Earth, sea and wind in action. In the summer, the sand dunes are transformed into a 
colourful carpet of wild flowers and are especially renowned for their rare orchids.  

And then there's the submerged forest,the remains of tree trunks which appear at low tide, from 
the days when the shingle ridge was further out to sea. This could be part of the inspiration for the 
famous story of the lost land of Cantre'r Gwaelod.  
Birds to see; stonechats, linnets and larks can be found in the older dunes. Listen for the larks' 
stream of notes high up in the air. The estuary is home to many wading birds - the shelduck, with 
its bright green head and chestnut patch on its chest is amongst the most colourful. Parts of the 
dunes may be roped off in spring and early summer to protect rare ring plover eggs, which are laid 
directly on the sand.  
When you look out to sea, you may see dolphins and porpoise, just some of the fascinating beach. 
There are four walking trails around this nature reserve 
 
Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/TMJsHk	

Opening Times: Ynyslas Visitor Centre is open daily between 9am and 5pm from Easter until the 
end of September. The toilets are open from 9 am until dusk from Easter until the end of 
September	
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Observations: There is a small car park for disabled visitors only beside the main access road to 
Ynyslas, 30 metres south of the beach car park.	
There is access from the disabled visitors car park via a hard surfaced track and wooden ramp 
suitable for wheelchairs to the Ynyslas Visitor Centre. 
The toilets at Ynyslas Visitor Centre are accessible (open Easter to September). 
 
For more information: http://www.naturalresources.wales/dyfiynyslas?lang=en	
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7.  National Library Of Wales 

   (Aberystwyth, Ceredigion) 
	

	

	

Points of Interest: The National Library of Wales (Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru), is the national 
legal deposit library of Wales. Hols over 6.5 million books and periodicals, and the largest 
collections of archives, portraits, maps and photographic images in Wales. The Library is also 
home to the national collection of Welsh manuscripts, the National Screen and Sound Archive of 
Wales, and the most comprehensive collection of paintings and topographical prints in Wales.	

At the very core of the National Library of Wales is the mission to collect and preserve materials 
related to Wales and Welsh life and those which can be utilised by the people of Wales for study 
and research. 

Location on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/TMJsHk	

Opening Times: Monday – Friday: 9:00 am - 6:00 pm	

 Saturday: 9:30 am – 5:00 pm 
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Observations: Come and explore the remarkable collections of the National Library on display in 
our galleries. Whether it's your first visit, or you have been before, you are assured a warm 
welcome. All our exhibitions are free and families are welcome. Complete your visit with a unique 
shopping experience in our gift shop and enjoy views over Cardigan Bay in the relaxed atmosphere 
of the Cafe Pen Dinas.	

The program for the exibitions and events can be found on the library web page. 

For more information: www.llgc.org.uk	

	

	
 


