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1.- Reeds and shallow waters at Glänås 
The modern tower offers the best view of the lake and is a good location to observe the large 
number of birds staging in the lake during spring and autumn migration. The observation tower is 
easily accessed by people with disabilities thanks to its long wooden ramp. Just outside the tower 
there is a small meadow and a couple of reed islands hosting a large colony of Black-headed Gulls. 
In their vicinity many other species of waterfowl and waders have found a sanctuary. 

  
 
A three kilometer walk take you from the bird tower at Glänås on wooded paths through the reeds, 
across a large grazed meadow to a smaller bird tower and eventually back to the starting point 
again. There is also a cozy café near the church in Svanshals, not far from the path.         

 



	

ORNITHOLOGICAL ITINERARIES 

Naturum Tåkern  
Lake Tåkern Nature Reserve/ 3 

	

Equipments for birdwatching 

Since there is slight distance to most of the birds, a telescope on a tripod is to be preferred. 
However, even with regular binoculars you will be able to see many of the representative birds.  
 

How to reach  

Glänås visitor area can only be reached by car, bicycle or by foot from the nearby smaller road. 
There is a bus-stop located by the former highway about three kilometers south, but walking all 
the way is a tedious task. The small roads running around the lake are perfect for bicycling, a 
perfect way to experience the beautiful landscape, the cultural heritages and the many birds.   

 

Representative birds 

Bittern (Botaurus stellaris) 
Wigeon (Anas penelope) 
Gadwall (Anas strepera) 
Shoveler (Anas clypeata) 
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
Garganey (Anas querquedula) 
Teal (Anas crecca) 
Common Pochard (Aythya ferina) 
Tufted Duck (Aythtya fuligula) 
Coot (Fulica atra) 
Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus) 
Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) 
Greylag Goose (Anser anser) 
Common Crane (Grus grus) 
Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus) 
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) 
Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) 
Redshank (Tringa totanus) 
Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) 
Garden Warbler (Sylvia borin) 
Wood Warbler (Phylloscopus sibilatrix) 
Icterine Warbler (Hippolais icterina) 
Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus) 
Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus) 
Great Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus arundinaceus) 
Reed Bunting (Emberiza schoeniclus) 
Bearded Reedling (Panurus biarmicus) 
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2.- Fields and marshes between Väversunda 
and Ramstad 
Near the southwestern part of Lake Tåkern is an area consisting of large agricultural fields, canals 
and mowed wet meadows. A small bird tower is located near the wet meadow of Väversunda, but 
otherwise the bird watching has to be carried out from the main road passing by here. The roads 
are narrow and offer few places to park your car, so move wisely so you don’t upset the farmers 
that regularly need to use the roads for transportation. The area is rich in birds, especially during 
spring and autumn migration when large flocks of geese, cranes and whooper swans can be seen 
on the fields. In late spring and early summer the area is interesting to visit for birds singing 
actively at night.     

 

Equipments 

Since most of the bird watching in the area will be made from the roads, there are little 
opportunities to hide in order to get closer to the birds. The best hiding place might actually be 
the car itself! Still, most of the time a telescope on a tripod is necessary to get good observations of 
the birds.  
 

How to reach  

The area can only be reached by car, bicycle or by foot. Unfortunately, there are no longer any bus-
stops located within the nearest five kilometers from the area. 
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Representative birds 

Bittern (Botaurs stellaris) 
Water Rail (Rallus aquaticus) 
Spotted Crake (Porzana porzana) 
Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) 
Redshank (Tringa totanus) 
Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) 
Great Snipe (Gallinago media) 
Greylag Goose (Anser anser) 
Bean Goose (Anser fabalis) 
Pink-footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus) 
Greater white-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) 
Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) 
Common Crane (Grus grus) 
Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus) 
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) 
Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 
Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo) 
Hobby (Falco subbuteo) 
Stock Pigeon (Columba oenas) 
Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus) 
Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus) 
Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella naevia) 
Marsh Warbler (Acrocephalus palustris) 
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3.- Reeds and shallow waters at Hov 
 
Hov visitor area is located in the eastern part of Lake Tåkern and is a good place to observe the 
large number of geese and cranes that moves from the surrounding fields to the lake at dusk. The 
observation tower offers a good view of most of the lake as well as the grazed meadow and large 
reeds in front of it. The observation tower is easily accessed by people with disabilities thanks to its 
wooden ramp. 

     
 

Equipments 

Since there is slight distance to most of the birds, a telescope on a tripod is to be preferred. 
However, even with regular binoculars you will be able to see many of the representative birds. 
 

How to reach 

Hov visitor area can only be reached by car, bicycle or by foot from the nearby smaller road. 
Unfortunately, there are no bus-stops located within the nearest five kilometers from the area. 
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Representative birds 

Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) 
Greylag Goose (Anser anser) 
Bean Goose (Anser fabalis) 
Greater white-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) 
Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) 
Bittern (Botaurus stellaris) 
Water Rail (Rallus aquaticus) 
Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) 
Redshank (Tringa totanus) 
Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) 
Common Crane (Grus grus) 
Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus) 
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
Sparrow Hawk (Accipiter nisus) 
Green Woodpecker (Picus viridis) 
Greater Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos major) 
Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus) 
Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) 
Wren (Jynx torquilla) 
Robin (Erithacus rubecula) 
Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) 
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4.- Reeds, marshes and forests at Svälinge 
 

Svälinge vistor area consists of a variety of habitats and is located on the northern shore of Lake 
Tåkern, near the lake’s only outlet. Because of that, Svälinge is usually the place where the lake gets 
free from ice first in the early spring, attracting large numbers of waterfowl such as swans, geese 
and ducks. The parking lot is the start of two different paths ending by the bird tower. One of the 
paths goes along the canal, the lake’s only outlet, and across a small grazed meadow. The other 
path goes through a forest consisting of spruce, birch and alder which offers good opportunities to 
hear many different warblers. 

 

 

Equipments 

Since there is slight distance to most of the birds, a telescope on a tripod is to be preferred. 
However, even with regular binoculars you will be able to see many of the representative birds.  
 

How to reach 

Svälinge visitor area can only be reached by car, bicycle or by foot from the nearby smaller road. 
Unfortunately, there are no longer any bus-stops located within the nearest five kilometers from 
the area. 
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Representative species 

Black Tern (Chlidonias niger) 
Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia) 
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) 
Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 
Common Crane (Grus grus) 
Bean Goose (Anser anser) 
Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus) 
Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) 
Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) 
Bittern (Botaurus stellaris) 
Curlew (Numenius arquata) 
Redshank (Tringa totanus) 
Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) 
Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus) 
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
Kingfisher (Alceo atthis) 
Great Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus arundinaceus) 
Savi’s Warbler (Locustella luscinioides) 
Penduline Tit (Remiz pendulinus) 
Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla flava) 
Common Linnet (Carduelis cannabina) 


