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Birdflyway 
People have long been fascinated with the migration of birds. The 
incredible journeys of storks, swallows and geese are a source of curiosity 
and intrigue which awakens in us the desire to travel and share their 
routes. 

This is now possible with an initiative that combines nature and 
tourism: Birdflyway.

Following the migratory routes of the osprey and the 
greylag goose, participants will visit some of most 
important natural areas in Europe and Africa.

Both of these notable birds reproduce in the 
north of Europe. While the greylag goose 
winters on the Iberian Peninsula the 
osprey journeys to the west coast of 
Africa. 

By taking part in this 
adventure, the traveller will 
enjoy spectacular natural environments 
and get to know new cultures and all they 
have to offer in terms of art, architecture and gastronomy.
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A wonderful journey 
to be completed

Birdflyway is a wonderful journey which allows the 
participant to design and schedule their route according 
to their desires.  There is no time limit in which 
the route must be completed and stages can be 
undertaken in any order. To show that the natural 
area has been visited some simple challenges must be 
met in each location. Completed stages are registered in the 
Birdflyway passport.

Birdflyway begins in the north of Europe, in Scandinavia 
and the British Isles. The migratory route of the greylag 
goose begins in Scandinavia and crosses Europe until it 
reaches the Iberian Peninsula. Here it converges with the 
route of the osprey coming in from the British Isles. 
While the journey of the goose ends in Doñana, 
the osprey flies on, crossing the Strait of Gibraltar 
and reaching the west coast of Africa. 

Information about the natural spaces, 
representative bird species, itineraries, 
accommodation and restaurants on each 
stage of the route is available on 
www.birdflyway.com
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How to take part
Taking part in Birdflyway is very easy. First you must register in one of the 
centres involved in the project. Once this has been done, you can choose your first 
destination. You can visit it when you want.

A series of simple challenges must be completed in each location. These challenges 
will allow you to visit and get to know the most important places in the wetland 
and its surroundings. 

The challenges, of which there are from four to six, consist of taking photos in 
designated locations. One of the photos will always be of the visitor centre. The 
others, however, will give you the opportunity to visit places of special interest for 
the observation of birds or places of cultural and historical importance. When all 
the challenges have been met, the photos are verified in the visitor centre and the 
Birdflyway passport is stamped, thus demonstrating that the natural area has been 
visited and the stage completed.
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Naturum Getteron Visitor Centre (Sweden)

Getteron is one of the best places for birds in Northern Europe. It is located two kilometers from 
the centre of Varberg in the province of Halland on the west coast of Sweden.  The wetland is an “El 
Dorado” for birdwatchers. About 170 species nest or visit the area during migration on a regular basis. 
In addition, a large number of accidental species or those of limited presence have been recorded. 
To date, 339 species of birds have been spotted there. It is unusual for a rare bird not to be passing 
through Getteron and its surroundings. The visitor center, which is near the nature reserve, is a point 
from which the public can obtain information about the area and the birds found there and also 
borrow binoculars for birdwatching. In addition to a breathtaking view of the nature reserve, there is 
a café and a shop to buy postcards, etc.

+i: Naturum Getterön Visitor Centre
www.naturumgetteron.se/english
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Biebosch Visitor Center (The Netherlands)

Biebosch is a unique wetland formed by the estuary of the Meuse and Rhine rivers in the western 
Netherlands. Here the tides converge with freshwater and, in an area of 100km2, the polders support 
plant formations of willows, reeds, grasses and wild flower meadows. 

Restoration work on the natural environment has created a new wetland, which is a paradise for 
birds. An important part of the global population of Bewick swan winters in Biesbosch and there are 
also many geese and ducks. During migration, the osprey can be observed along with the spoonbill, 
godwit and other waders. The white-tailed eagle has nested in Biesbosch since 1992, allowing you to 
enjoy this great bird of prey throughout the year.
 
The landscape of Biesbosch has been created by man over hundreds of years, after a great flood 
occurred in 1421. In the past, people used this area to produce and collect rushes, reeds and willows. 
Some of these practices can still be seen, especially in the spectacular Eiland Visitor Centre.

Two other centers are also open to the public: the Biesbosch Dordrecht Centre in the north and 
Biesbosch Drimmelen Centre in the south. To enjoy the activities in these centres it is necessary to 
book tours in advance or rent boats or canoes to explore the park.
The Eiland Visitor Center also has trails for hiking, biking and for birdwatching.

+i: De Biesboch Visitor Centre
www.np-debiesbosch.nl
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Loch Garten (Scotland)

Nestling in the foothills of the Cairngorm Mountains, near the famous Spey River, Loch Garten 
Osprey Centre is the spiritual home of this bird in the UK. In 1954 this natural reserve was the 
first place the osprey started to reproduce again after its disappearance from Britain in ap-
proximately 1900. 

Loch Garten is part of the Abernethy Nature Reserve and is managed by the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds. The centre organizes bird watching activities and places live cameras 
in osprey nests. There is also a gift shop to buy souvenirs of the reserve. The area, which is ap-
proximately 14 000 hectares, is home to over 5000 species of plants and animals and includes 
a variety of habitats such as upland heaths, high moors, tundra and Caledonian pine forests, 
which are typical Scotland.  In these habitats there are species such as the grouse, ptarmigan, 
Scottish crossbill and golden eagle.

The extensive area of Straphspey is internationally renowned for its production of whisky. It 
is possible to visit the distilleries and try their wonderful products. Other activities visitors can 
enjoy are mountain biking, salmon fishing and dolphin watching. In addition to all this, the 
famous Loch Ness is just an hour’s drive from Loch Garten.

+i: Loch Garten Osprey Centre
www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/seenature/reserves/guide/l/lochgarten
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Caerlaverock  Wetland Centre (Scotland)

WWT Caerlaverock is a wild and beautiful destination situated on the northern shores of the Solway 
Firth in south west Scotland. It is 9 miles south east of Dumfries and is managed by the Wildlife 
and Wetlands Trust. Situated in the Upper Solway Flats and Marshes, it is a designated Ramsar 
site, Special Protection Area (SPA), Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC). It lies within the National Nature Reserve (NNR) and National Scenic Area 
(NSA). The Atlantic Saltmarsh at WWT Caerlaverock is among the most important saltmarsh 
systems in Britain.

At Caerlaverock, you can experience one of the great winter spectacles in the UK of thousands of 
geese, ducks and swans flocking in to feed, under the big Solway sky. In summer enjoy the open 
coastal landscape full of the sights and sounds of nature, with ospreys fishing on the tide. We are 
also the most northerly stronghold of Britain’s rarest amphibian, the natterjack toad and also the 
amazing triops or tadpole shrimp which is found only at one other location in the UK.

To get close to the wildlife there are four towers, eight small hides, three large hides and the 
Sir Peter Scott Observatory which provides a unique window on wildlife with all the comforts 
of picture windows, heating and a lift to the tower viewing area. The Visitor Centre has a coffee 
shop, gift shop and theatre/gallery with live big screen CCTV footage from the reserve. Friendly 
knowledgeable staff and volunteers are there to guide and engage visitors and provide a year round 
programme of special events. Caerlaverock also has self-catering farmhouse accommodation 
available year round.

+i: Caerlaverock Wetland Centre
 www.wwt.org.uk/wetland-centres/caerlaverock
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Rutland Water - Lyndon Centre 

The Lyndon Centre is one of the two visitor centers in the Rutland Water Nature Reserve. The 
reserve is just over 400 hectares and has more than 14 kilometers of coastline, in addition to several 
lagoons and islands which are ideal for wading birds and wild birds. The reserve is known for its po-
pulations of wintering birds such as the gadwall, shoveler, wigeon and tufted duck. It is designated 
a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and is recogni-
zed as a Wetland of International Importance by the Ramsar Convention.

The area of the nature reserve that borders the Lyndon Centre is home to a breeding pair of 
ospreys. Ospreys can be viewed from different hides and also on the live webcam in the Lyndon 
Visitor Center. These birds arrive at the end of March and migrate towards the end of August. 
They spend the harsh winter months in West Africa. The Lyndon Visitor Center is open from 
mid-March to mid-September and it is staffed by experts in the osprey. There are also volunteers 
in the Waderscrape observatory and they provide visitors with information about the bird. In the 
Lyndon Nature Reserve there are seven observatories from which you can see osprey nests, open 
water, areas of shallow water or even forests.

+i: Lyndon Centre
 www.ospreys.org.uk/lyndon-reserve
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Urdaibai (Basque Country, Spain)

The estuary of the river of Gernika forms one of the most important wetlands on the Cantabrian 
coast. The Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve. Approximately 10 kilometers long and 220 km2, the area is 
made up of different ecosystems. The coastline, marshes, Atlantic countryside and Cantabrian holm 
oak forests offer the visitor a range of spectacular landscapes.

Sightings of species such as the bittern, spoonbill and osprey can be enjoyed in Urdaibai and there 
is a recovery project in the area for the latter species. In addition to the landscapes and wildlife, the 
Basque culture and gastronomy are of special interest. The cuisine from this region is arguably the 
most prestigious and renowned in the country. In this natural area, the reception point for visitors 
to the Bird Flyway is the Urdaibai Bird Center, located in the town of Gautegiz-Arteaga (Vizcaya). 
The center itself is a unique observatory of the marsh and is located in the heart of the Urdaibai 
Biosphere Reserve. It provides spectacular views of the wetland and the birds which gather there.

+i: Urdaibai Bird Center
www.birdcenter.org
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La Nava (Palencia, Spain)

The Nava Lagoon is within La Nava-Campos Special Protection Area for Birds, along with other steppe 
wetlands, such as Boada, Pedraza, La Guera or El Hoyo. This SPA covers an area of 94,146 hectares. 
The lagoons are located on a vast plain on the northern sub- plateau of Spain.  Here the flat, open 
landscape is dominated by cereal crops, sunflowers and alfalfa. The shallow waters of the wetlands 
provide wintering quarters for more than 20 000 geese. The cereal pseudo-steppes, however, are the 
habitat of steppe birds like the bustard, Montagu’s harrier, the calandra or the common lark.

In this region here are many spectacular churches to enjoy, along with other examples of Castilian 
architecture. Here mud is a typical construction material. 

The registration point for Birdflyway participants is the Visitor Park House in the small village of 
Fuentes de Nava (Palencia).

+i: Visitor Park House
 www.patrimonionatural.org/ren.php?espacio_id=38
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El Oso (Ávila, Spain)

El Oso Lagoon is a small wetland which was restored a few years ago. It is located in the region of 
La Morana, in what is a predominantly flat landscape. Here, on the sandy soils, steppe land crops 
alternate with pine forests. Despite its small size, El Oso Lagoon is of unquestionable ornithological 
importance. Over a thousand geese come here every winter and they are joined by cranes in similar 
numbers. These birds share their winter habitat with steppe birds like grouse and calandra larks. 
However, the star of this area is undoubtedly the Iberian imperial eagle and several breeding pairs 
inhabit La Moraña. In addition to the nature and wildlife, La Moraña offers visitors the opportunity 
to enjoy Moorish architecture, as a number of civil and religious buildings were constructed in the 
towns during this period.

The reception point for visitors is La Moraña Lagoon Centre, which is located in the town of El Oso 
(Ávila). This is a modern center which opened in 2015.

+i: Centro de visitantes lagunas de La Moraña
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EVOA, Visitor area and bird watching (Portugal)

The diversity and abundance of migratory waterfowl in the Tagus Estuary makes it the most 
important wetland in Portugal and one of the most important areas of this type in Europe. During 
periods of migratory passage, more than 120,000 birds rest here before continuing on their journey. 
Some species remain for long periods before heading to their areas of migration or wintering.

EVOA is located in the Tagus Estuary Nature Reserve (RNET).  It is an area of 14,192 hectares and 
been included in the Nature 2000 network since 1980. In addition to this, it is also a Wetland of 
International Importance within the Ramsar Convention.
Visitors can enjoy the birds, which are mainly present in three freshwater lakes. These lakes, 
which cover an area of 70 hectares, were created within the framework of the project and are 
managed to favour the presence of birds. The area provides both the infrastructures and the peace 
required by visitors. There are footpaths and strategically located hides.
The centre offers a pleasant experience and allows visitors to learn about the estuary birds and 
participate in various activities.

In addition to the exhibition area, the center has a multi-purpose auditorium, a shop and a 
cafeteria, where visitors can enjoy the wetland from a unique setting. EVOA has various visitor 
programmes and tours for birdwatching. These can be adapted to the visitor profile. It also has 
other services and recreation and access facilities for people or groups with disabilities.

+i: EVOA
 www.evoa.pt/index.php?lang=PT
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Doñana (Andalusia, Spain)

Doñana National Park, with its 108,086 hectares, is undoubtedly the most important wetland in 
Spain and one of the most important wetlands in Europe.

In addition to the wetland, the area has dozens of kilometres of pristine beaches, pine forests, 
cistus shrubland, Mediterranean forest and agricultural crops. It is a paradise for birds. To date 
350 species have been recorded in Doñana. Sightings of flamingos, swamphens, glossy ibis and 
golden eagles, can be enjoyed during a visit, along with thousands of waterfowl, waders, herons 
and gulls feeding in the marshes or rice fields.
However, Doñana is not just the marshes and the birds. It is a great place to immerse yourself 
in the culture and traditions of Andalusia. Walk the sand covered streets of El Rocio, enjoy the 
tapas and the gastronomy, listen to the flamenco music and, in short, enjoy the perfect end to 
your trip. This is the last stage of Birdflyway in Spain.
The natural area of Doñana has five visitor reception centers but the main point of reference for 
Birdflyway participants is the José Antonio Valverde Visitor Centre in the town of Aznalcázar (Sevilla).

+i: Centro de visitantes José Antonio Valverde
www.juntadeandalucia.es/medioambiente/servtc5/ventana/mostrarFicha.do?idEspacio=14074
www.dehesadeabajo.es



www.birdflyway.com
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BirdFlyway is an ecotourism initiative which is promoted by the 
Aranzadi Society of Sciences through the Urdaibai Bird Center.

  E-mail: urdaibai@birdcenter.org     Web: www.birdcenter.org
Tel: (+34) 94 625 11 57, (+34) 699.839.202

Adress: Urdaibai Bird Center - Orueta 7. Gautegiz Arteaga 48314 Bizkaia (España)
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